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It has been a mild winter to date and the weather we are currently in is more like early March than late 
January.  The birds are singing before dawn and the grass is greening up in places, but there is plenty of time 
for winter yet!  As usual we have had our share of floods and the Flood Alleviation Scheme has been brought 
into use a few times, leaving acres of farmland under water 
 
The ewes are still outside but Robert will bring them in 
soon in preparation for lambing, once they have nibbled 
off the pastures and tidied them up in preparation for 
Spring growth.  Most of last year’s lambs have gone, 
with the last few being fattened, or sold as stores.  
Lamb prices have shot up in the last few weeks, a 
welcome boost after a difficult marketing season last 
year.  This coming season for cattle and sheep farmers 
will be dominated by fears around the spread of the 
Bluetongue virus, as there is not really anything we can 
do to prevent it.  With our farm so close to the river we 
know that there are lots of midges around - we have 
seen them most weeks during the winter, proving that 
the weather has not been cold enough to kill them off, 
so the virus will still be in the UK midge population.  
 

 
Winter scene - sheep grazing at Hall Farm 

We have been really pleased with milk quality this winter, although at the time of writing, it was just beginning to 
drop as our volume increases.  The higher the butterfat and protein, the greater the cheese yield and the better 
our price. We are currently sending about 50,000 litres (50 tonnes) a month and are approaching our peak yield.  
Our milk price will drop now as we start to get seasonal penalties for production through the Spring months. Spring 
grass is cheap feed and farmers would like to produce more milk in April and May, but it is a perishable product and 
demand is fairly flat throughout the year, so market incentives and penalties are used to match supply more closely 
to demand.  
 
Most of the cows are hopefully now in calf to a carefully chosen Holstein bull, selected for attributes such as the 
milk quality and quantity and good confirmation which should help to ensure higher welfare standards and cow 
longevity.  Soon, Beefy Boy, who is currently in the loose yards with the heifers, will be put into the cows to carry 
on where Ian leaves off (with his AI!).   
 
This season’s calves – Holstein heifers and Angus-cross males - are now nearly all weaned and eating silage, straw 
and concentrate feed.  We sell the Angus – cross females and the odd Holstein bull that we get (very few, thanks 
to sexed semen) to another farmer for rearing, as it complicates our management too much if we have beef 
females and a breeding bull on the farm.  We still have a few cows yet to calve, but these will also be sold for 
someone else to rear on as we now have as many as we have housing for.   
 
We are anxiously approaching our statutory bovine TB testing which is booked for March.  As we run a closed herd 
and do not buy cattle in, and they cannot even touch noses with a neighbour, the only way that TB could enter our 
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herd is through the wild animal population.  We had some reactors around 8 years ago despite running the same 
system.  If we have any positive test results, the affected cattle are compulsorily slaughtered and we are not 
allowed to sell any cattle (eg calves) to other farmers until re-tests give the ‘all clear’.  TB testing is a nerve-
racking time for any cattle farmer. 
 
 

Flood waters on the River Eye 

 
 

I am collecting data for our patch for the BTO Bird Atlas 
which is currently being complied, which gives me a good 
excuse to go our bird watching.  Whilst out and about 
there is always something new to see – a guest on the 
farm spotted a grey wagtail in the yard, which is a ‘first’ 
for this farm’s sightings and there is always other 
unidentified wildlife to look up – such as the wonderful 
fungi found with several moss species in a pile of rotting 
ash logs.  
 
The Year of Food and Farming is gathering pace, we 
recently had some displays in Nottingham Market Square, 
including a pen of sheep (kindly provided by James 
Barclay) which caused quite a stir.  More and more 
organisations - schools, farms and food businesses - are 
participating, see www.yearoffoodandfarming.org.uk. 
  

 
 

There isn’t much to report on the wheat at this time of 
year, it is growing well and in a couple of months we will 
be looking to apply Spring nitrogen to really boost crop 
growth.  As we have a good supply of ‘home grown’ 
nutrients in the animal manure we are able to reduce 
our fertiliser bill by allowing for the muck applied.  We 
test the soil from a few fields every year to assess 
the pH status - sometimes a field needs liming – and 
the levels of potash and phosphate.  Nitrogen levels 
are a lot harder to assess accurately and more likely to 
fluctuate.   
 
Our bottom (floodplain) grass fields get no fertilisers 
at all; as they are grazed then nutrients are already 
recycled and we also get the benefit of the river silt 
on some of the area when the floods recede.  
 

 
Fungi galore at Hall Farm 
 
We will be participating at the new ‘Grow it! Cook it! 
Eat it!’ event at Melton Cattle Market in April and also 
the Leicestershire County Show - details in a separate 
note.  We have decided to keep Farm Sunday (1st June) 
as a ‘closed’ event for guests by invitation, but will be 
planning our own Family Farm Day later in the year.  
 
We have beef, lamb and mutton available in February, 
so please get in touch to place orders.  
 

Best wishes, Julia Hawley 
 

 
 
 


